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saying, “l told you not to come against those of Galilee, for their
God is strong”. Perceiving that she was seduced by the saint to
believe in the Lord, the king gave the command to comb her body
with iron comb, then to cut her head off.

On her way to the place of execution, the queen asked the saint,
how she would go to death without being baptized. He comforted
her saying that by shedding her blood on the account of faith in
Christ is a holy baptism, which will open the gates of paradise
before her. Hearing those words, the queen exultantly approached
her martyrdom, saying, “O Lord, as | left the gates of my palace
wide open, | pray, do not close the gate of Your Paradise before
my face. You opened those gates before the right-hand thief on
the cross.” The queen had her head cut off, and her spirit set forth
to Paradise to enjoy the company of Jesus Christ her Savior.

THE MARTYRDOM OF ST. GEORGE

For fear that a probable public revolt against him, and of the
works of God He did on the hands of His saint, the king gave the
command to cut the head of the saint off, which was done on the
23rd of the Coptic month of ‘Baramhat’.

THE ICON OF ST. GEORGE THE ROMAN
It carries the following symbolic meanings:

* The young girl in the icon refers to the church looking at her
children with joy and cherishment.

+ The dragon refers to Satan who moves the evil world against
faith

* The spear refers to the cross of Jesus the Lord of glory that
grants the victory.

+ The defeat of the dragon refers to the defeat of evil, and its
initiator (Satan) by the power of faith.

288l OV couldzdl wlss Y el g8l ally rellall Cilss §yaimsd] dSlall
lawol) @By lgou bariuoss yol cyl) Lgdd Jlol Guoddl O sl 39 cs
63lgid ! Jus] JUd

owadll lplsT . slac i ) 636 Gzl U] 318 Gugazyg> dSlall Ol 3]
Oloal Gl lgod Sawd (oslex) doyd dzgi o) ol Gl cphus Vi
s cllgi o380l Gl o) il duwdie didgame 90 gl duudl
g0 gpa8 Ll S5 aa) 0y by el (o9 edlgiawdl dlall iy
Ol palll dogs ELS (0 b (a9 § lgnyd b @ M8 cauelan e
el &5 giat uonall U lg=s) $llaid dloll puly canlas

o lgiciwl

S e cwd @l dl Jlach caeld 3] comd byg8 g oo el g
(Olgay o YV § U3 Oy cdusly gty ol 1) ¢ puyadl]

dlogl puzszyle dagddl &gl
1630y G0 Joi
Wl | @bt 1 Sl ) et Boi & ol (I usysllé
lsicls oy el agadl
Ol oy idl el iz 8y Ql.b;m JI‘JM:: oudly
Braill gy Il o azall Oy cabo Jl s doy=dly
LOloYl By (i) yuang il doyyo J i (sl dos 309



disregarded. The king, failing to seduce him, tortured George for as
long as seven years, during which God’s hand supported him, and
made him a tool to gain a multitude of souls to faith. George died
three times, and God raised him to be glorified in him, and made
him, amid his sufferings, enjoy heavenly visions to support him.

STRONGER THAN MAGIC

The king brought a famous magician by the name of ‘Athanasius,’
who prepared a extremely lethal poison, and gave it to him to
drink; but the saint, by faith, drinking it, did not harm him, the
magician declared his faith in the Lord Christ. The king angrily
gave the command to squeeze the saint by a grinder with iron
teeth, until he gave his last breath. The Lord Christ raised him
from death, and a multitude who watched him tortured, died, and
raised from the death, declared their faith in the Lord Christ, and
their readiness to be martyred for His Name’s sake.

Among the spectators, were several governors who, in the
presence of the king, sought from the saint to make their wooden
chairs blossom with leaves, flowers, and fruits. By his prayer they
did. Astonished, they took him to the cemetery and sought from
him to raise the dead, who by praying to the Lord. They were
raised from the dead, testified to the salvation of the Lord Christ,
and went again to sleep.

IN THE TEMPLE OF IDOLS

Trying to seduce the saint, the king talked to him kindly, and tried
to tell him how his heart is wounded to see how he suffered; how
he is so valued to him to let him have the highest position in the
State. Not refusing to go with the king to the temple of the idols,
the later thought that the young man would have his reason back,
would burn incense before the idols, and would finally be qualified
to become his son-in-law. The king headed to the temple, in a
crowd of the king’s officials and a multitude of people, where
George stood before the idol, and cried out, “Are you a god, to
whom | should offer a sacrifice?” The idol answered back with a
horribly loud voice: “No! | am not a god.” The saint made the sign
of the cross, and all the idols fell down and were broken to pieces;
for which the people cried out seeking death to the enemy of their
gods. Feeling ashamed, the king set forth with a bitter soul back
to his palace.

STRONGER THAN ALL SEDUCTIONS.

The mystery behind the strength of St. George the Roman was
his daily practice of the life of martyrdom. He prevailed upon the
body lusts, as it is written by the wise Solomon: “He who rules his
spirit is better than he who takes a city” (Proverb 16: 32)

Being put back in prison, the king sought the counsel of his men
of what he should do with a man with such courage. One of his
officials suggested that a man with such good looks would not be
overcome except by the seduction of an extraordinarily playful
woman, who would capture him by her irresistible femininity and
experience, by which he would lose his chastity, and has his faith
collapse.

The king called the woman who supervised his harem, and sought
from her to put this matter to effect.

The chosen girl was sent to prison to spend a night with the young
man, to seduce him. But the saint, who knew how to offer a daily
sacrifice of love on the altar of purity in Christ Jesus, turned the
prison into a pure temple, in which prayers for the sake of the
salvation of his soul, that of the girl, and of all those who were
around.

In the morning, the girl approached St. George with tears,
seeking from him to tell her the secret of his purity, chastity, and
his heart lifted up to the heavenly. The saint preached salvation,
and presented to her the exalted evangelical life.

The king and his men were shocked to hear what happened,
and the command was issued to cut her head off by the sword.
When she was led to the arena of death, she prostrated herself,
exultantly prayed to her Savior our Lord Jesus Christ, to receive
her soul, and to grant her the grace of martyrdom.

IN THE ROYAL PALACE

Before such a multitude of miracles, done on his hands by God,
and feeling shame before them, the king took the young man
George to his palace, in a final round of seduction. There, the
queen, hearing him praying, sought from him to explain his faith
to her, by which God opened her heart, and the Spirit of God led
her to faith. The queen started to rebuke her husband the king,



TIME OF HIS MARTYRDOM

This saint is most probably considered as the Prince of the
Martyrs in the time of ‘Diocletian; when he led in the province of
Cappadocia, a revolt against the decree of persecution against
Christians. The majority of the Coptic documents considered that
he lived in an era prior to that emperor; during the reign of an
imposter Persian king called ‘Dadianus,’ a heathen person, he was
not a Christian who denied His Christ... That is why the biography
of the martyr Giorgios (George) of Alexandria, the martyr, claimed
that this later was martyred in the era of ‘Diocletian’ even though
he was born after his father attended the anniversary of the
church in the city of Lydda in Palestine. Some Coptic documents
did not fix his era, but only said “in the old,” probably means prior
to the era of ‘Diocletian’.

HIS UPBRINGING

This saint was born in Cappadocia in Asia Minor, by pious rich
parents of noble origin. His father was ‘Anastasius’ governor
of ‘Melitene’ in Cappadocia. His mother was ‘Theopesta,’” or
‘Theognosta,” daughter of the governor of Lydda in Palestine.

His father was a pious man, faithful to God and to the king, that he
was so loved by the king to make him one of his entourage who
accompany him wherever he goes. However, when he discovered
that he believed in the Lord Christ, he gave the command to
cut off his head, when his son St. George was 14 years old. St.
George was a fruit of a holy seed, buried in a holy land, to provide
to the church, as well as to the heavenly that brought pleasure to
their hearts.

The martyrdom of his father Governor ‘Anastasius’ did not break
the souls of his family, but enflamed the heart of his blessed son
George with the fire of the divine love, to make him, as well a
martyr of the Lord. After the martyrdom of her husband, governor
‘Anastasios,” ‘Theopesta’ took her children: George, Casset and
Madronah, and set forth to her homeland ‘Diospolis’ in Palestine.

GEORGE THE ROMAN PRINCE

After the martyrdom of prince Anastasius, prince Justus replaced
him, who feared God, loved the Lord Christ. Hence, he did well to
the household of Anastasius the martyr, and made the young man

George a cavalryman to prepare him for a military career. George
surpassed all on every aspect, and showed rare courage, that he
soon came to be a hero whose fame spread on all Palestine, and
became a leader of 1000 warriors.

The price sent him to the king with a message that revealed the
achievements of that leader, and sought from him to grant him
the rank of ‘prince.” There, the king so loved him, and gave him
the title: ‘Prince George the Roman,” made him a leader of 5000
warriors; and gave him a fair horse of the rarest kind as a sign of
applaud.

All loved George. His noble character, prudence, and stature
showed his courage, particularly, in the battlefield. Those traits
qualified him to become the highest commander of the army,
while he was just 20 years of age. At that age, his mother reposed
in the Lord.

THE ADMIRATION OF THE GOVERNOR TO HIM.

Justus, intending to choose George to be wed to his only
daughter, the little pure princess who feared God. Justus revealed
his intention to princess ‘Theopesti’ George’s mother who was
immensely thrilled to hear that. Appointing George as his deputy
on all his possessions, Justus had to postpone the wedding
because of the young age of his girl; unaware that God prepared
something greater for the young man.

THE ZEAL OF PRINCE GEORGE

Hearing that the king is in an assembly of seventy of his governors,
proclaiming his intention to wipe Christianity completely out,
and to destroy all churches; George readied himself to confront
the persecution. He intended to make his religion known to the
king. George sold all what he inherited from his father, even his
clothes and furniture of his house, and gave the entire price to
the poor. In addition, he released all his slaves. When the king
issued a decree to follow his command, George took it and tore
it off publicly, before the multitudes; and prepared himself for
martyrdom with joy.

BEFORE THE KING

Led in front of the king, who started by talking attractively, and
promising him extraordinary gifts, which the young man utterly
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