Lesson 5

5.1 Possessve Adiectives. In Coptic, possessive adjectives are constructed from the

characters denoting the definite article 't, T, n' and an attached personal pronoun. So the
first part defines the gender and number of the noun and the second part defines the person
possessing such noun. Coptic recognizes eight persons, five in the singular and three in the plural.
These adjectives are usually prefixed to the noun they modify, as follows:

Person Masculine Feminine Plura

sl-mf  maawT my father  Ta.cwrnt my sster - naLto my fathers
S2-M  TEKJIWT your father ex.cwnt your sister  nek.ro<t your fathers
s-2-f TEJIWT your father Te.cwnt your sister  ne.rot your fathers
s3-m TEQYIWT his father TEQY.CWNI his sister neq,:o*‘[’ hisfathers
s3-f  mecawT  herfather  Tec.cwmr  hersister  necaot  herfathers
p-1-mf  mwengwT our father  Ten.cwi! our sister  rrerr.rot our fathers
p-2-mf  meTen.awT your father eTen.cwrr your sister reTern.rot your fathers
p-3-mf  mwov.lwT their father Tovy.cwint their sister  yov.10 their fathers

Legend: s= singular, p= plural, m= masculine, f= feminine

5.2  Demonstrative Adjectives - Nearer Objects: Demonstrative adjectives for nearer objects
are prefixed to the nouns they modify. They aso serve as the definite article for the noun.

Consequently they are, like the definite article, identified by the three characters 't for the

masculine T for the feminine, and '’ for the plural. In English they are trandated as 'this' for
singular and 'these’ for plural. Their forms are as follows:

Masculine Singular Feminine Singular Plural
Tal— T&I— N&l—
Tal.pwaL! TanLCo NALCNHOY

Note: After a noun with a demonstrative adjective, the genitive case is usualy expressed by
'tTe’, asfollows:

TALXWIL NTE TA.CON This book of my brother

53 Thelnfix '—ke=": This is a noninflectional word element that is inserted between the

noun prefix and the noun. In English it expresses the meaning 'other'. It is used with the definite
or indefinite articles, the demonstrative adjectives, and the possessive adjectives, as follows:
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TI.KE.PW LI the other man

NIKE.pLIL the other men

KE.pw LI anothor man

o AaN.KEPUWIL some other men

TALKE.PULALE this other man

TAKE.PWAL my other man
54 Vocabulary 5:
HPT m. wine Nca prep.
10F pl.  parents, ancestors | &rpoy pl.
T m. father CON m.
na m. place CWNI f.
0HaAY f. mother WIK m.
noRir m. sin HATEN prep.
Greek Nouns
AYOP&A f. marketplace KOCALOC m.
ENTODH f. commandment 110N AY0C m.
ETTICKOTOC m. bishop o IpHNH f.

Fundamentals of Bohairic Coptic

55  Exercises5: Trandate the following into English:

A 1

3.

NCaA NEY.JLAGHTHC

eoBe TeEN.CLWNI

Nap pen TLEN.G OIC

behind, against
brothers, monks
brother, monk
sister

bread

near, beside

world
monk
peace

4. HeEN TOY.TONIC
S, NEM TEY.WEP!

6. &Hen markocaroc
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MLENTOAH N.NEN.IOT S MLPO AM.TE.KE.MI
HATEN TEK.EKKAHCIA 6. TaALEMICTOAH [ITe TaAY2AOC
TL.PO  AL.TEK.HI 7. eefie nen.vofi
TLHPT N.NALILONASOC 8.  oen T.avopa f.otmodic

TENJWT ET.HEN Ni.pHOYVE
OYON OY.HEADNO PIPEN TEK.EKKAHGCIA
109000 PIPHNH  HEN TAILKOCILOC

TAJWT  NELL TAJSLAY HEN T.HI
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