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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, One God. Amen.

On the fortieth day after the birth of our Saviour, the Virgin
Saint Mary carried our Lord into the temple to fulfil the Law.

While she was in the temple, Simeon the Elder entered. He
carried the Lord in his arms, and he praised God, saying:
“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,
According to Your word;

For my eyes have seen Your salvation.”

Luke 2:29-30 (NKJV)

Though his eyes were dim with age, he saw with faith the
sign of the Son of Man. He saw the Cross. The eyes of
Simeon were opened, and he saw the Cross.

This sign—the sign of the Cross— is the sign of Christ, the
sign of the Son of Man. It is the mark that distinguishes
the one who carries the Cross from all other people.

The Cross in the Praises of the Church In the Friday
Theotokia, during the praises of the Church, we chant:

“Our Lord Jesus Christ,
Has given a sign to His servants who fear Him,
With this sign they conquer the power of demons,



Shut the mouths of lions, and quench the flames of fire.”

This sign is the sign of the Cross:

The Cross Foreshadowed in the Old Testament. In the Old
Testament, this sign appeared unknowingly. When the
children of Israel placed the blood on the wooden
doorposts in Egypt,God said:

“And when | see the blood, | will pass over you;”

Exodus 12:13 (NKJV)

Blood on the wood. All who hid behind the doors marked
with blood were saved from destruction and death.

In Ezekiel chapter 9, the prophet saw a vision.

Six men—angels—each carrying weapons of destruction,
came forth because of God’s anger at the many sins and
abominations.

But in their midst was a man clothed in linen, with an
inkhorn at his side. The Lord commanded him:

“Go through the midst of the city... and put a mark on the
foreheads of the men who sigh and cry over all the
abominations that are done within it.”

And to the destroying angels He said:
“Do not come near anyone on whom is the mark.” (cf.
Ezekiel 9:4-6 NKJV) This was in the Old Covenant.

The Cross in the New Testament:

In the New Covenant, this mark became the Seal of the
Living God. It is no longer an outward sign but an inward
seal.



Scripture calls them “the sealed” and their number from the
tribes of the New Israel is 144,000—those who have the
seal of God on their foreheads (Revelation 7:3-4).

This is why we say the Cross is God’s gift to us. We have
been sealed with this divine seal—the Seal of God.

And why on the forehead? Because the Cross sanctifies the
mind.

The Cross and the Holy Sacraments:

We were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise in our
Baptism, and with the holy Myron we were anointed
in the sign of the Cross.

The first anointing with the Myron is on the forehead —
so the Seal of God is within you.

Sometimes a person may neglect, may be distracted by the
world, may fall into sin. But the seal is never erased. The
sign may fade. But the seal remains.

Once sealed with the Seal of God, the Holy Spirit,
beginning with the mind, we became God’s own
possession. Just as a king seals what belongs to him,
so God has sealed us with His Cross.

The Mystery of the Seal:

The Cross on the forehead is not seen outwardly as we
walk the streets. But inwardly it is there—a secret seal that
will be revealed at the Second Coming of Christ.



Now we are children of God, but it has not yet been
revealed what we shall be. (1 John 3:2)

On that Day, when the Lord comes with tens of thousands
of His saints, and when the sun is darkened, the moon does
not give its light, and the powers of heaven are shaken
(Matthew 24:29-30), then will appear the sign of the Son of
Man.

The Cross will shine brighter than the sun and the moon.
You will see the Cross—the very seal already upon your
forehead, the sign of salvation.

And He says: When you see this sign, “lift up your heads,
because your redemption draws near.” (Luke 21:28 NKJV)

Living the Life of the Cross:

So | beg you—keep this seal. Guard it with awareness and
faith. We are sealed, consecrated, and dedicated to God.
Let the Cross on your forehead never leave your mind.

In every circumstance —whether wide or narrow, in health or
in sickness, in success or in failure— never let the Cross
depart from before your eyes.

Saint Paul said: “Before your eyes Jesus Christ was clearly
portrayed among you as crucified.” (Galatians 3:1 NKJV)
When the Cross is forgotten, you will stumble, you will
judge wrongly, and you will lose your way.

Keep the Cross before your eyes. See all people through
the Cross. Christ looked at the sinful world with mercy,
and He gave Himself on the Cross for sinners.



If you keep the Cross before your eyes, you will not judge
anyone. The Cross is forgiveness, not condemnation.

The Eternal Power of the Cross When Christ comes in His
glory, the glory of the Cross will be revealed.

The Cross was not for three hours only. It is the eternal sign
of the Son of Man. Saint John in Revelation saw

“a Lamb as though it had been slain.” (Revelation 5:6 NKJV)
Christ kept His wounds in His hands and side. They remain

forever, because His love is eternal, not temporary.

The Greatest Gift:

Therefore, the Cross—by which Christ sealed us as His
own, the Cross which He gave us to carry—is the greatest
gift given to humanity.

And the greatest work in a person’s life is to carry his cross
and follow Christ: “If anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow
Me.” — Luke 9:23 (NKJV)

Not with murmuring or complaint, but with joy and
thanksgiving. Where does it lead? To eternal life.

The other side of the Cross is the Resurrection.
Everyone who carries the Cross experiences the
Resurrection. And Resurrection has destroyed death.

To our Lord be glory forever. Amen.

https://youtu.be/LZTBsvUnyuE?feature=shared
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