Lesson 8

8.1 Tripartite Construction: This sentence structure is the typical verbal sentence in Coptic. Itis
usually made up of three parts, a verbal prefix (tense marker), a subject (nomina or pronominal),
and averb.

8.1.1 First Perfect Tense:

8.1.1.1 Form: Thisis the best form of the narrative past tense. It corresponds to the English
simple past, or in some cases, the perfect tense. It is conjugated with the eight different persons

that we have encountered in previous lessons. The verb 'uog):' 'to walk' will be used as a
example here, and it is conjugated as follows:

Person Singular Plura

1-mf SN RTLIWT | walked ALN.ILOW! we walked

2-m &K ILOW! you (m) walked & pe.Ten.mouyr you (pl) walked
2-f APE.LLOW! you (f) waked same

3m A.C-LOUY! he walked AL¥.ILOWY! they walked

3-f A.C.ILOW! she walked same

8.1.1.2 Nominal Subject: The use of the nominal subject is dependent in large on the style of the
literary writer. Three differnt forms are available in Coptic, as follows:

& TLPpWALL oWt the man walked
TLPWILI  &A.¢.LL0W! same
A 0WE NXE  TL.PUWAL! same

Note: e’ is used in verba construction to move the nomina subject after the verb. It is
frequently used in texts trandated from the Greek.

8.2. Prepositions with Verbs of Mation: The prepositions '€—, Wa, exen are frequently
used with verbs of motion, as follows:

8.2.1 &— indicates motion to or toward a place or a person:

A.Q.AL0W!  E.TTECHI he walked to his house
a.q.pwT e t.ekkAncia he ran to the church
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8.2.2 wja indicates motion to or up to. It is more frequently used with persons than places:

a.qg.pwT wa TMEYUWT

ANLWE WA TI.ETTICKOTIOC

8.2.2 exen indicates motion onto or on:

A.Q.A0WY EXEN  TUALWOY

he ran to his father
we went to the bishop

he walked upon the water

8.3 Vocabulary 8:
i vb. to come bwT vb. to run, flee
——— fca vb. to come after ———  Nca vb. to pursue
w m. donkey We vb. to go
oWt vb. to walk Q)y\ny\ vb. to pray
fxe namely - m.  prayer
pru vb. to weep oeCt vb. to sit

60 m. horse
Greek Nouns:
éporfoc m. throne r\rP"*nEZ"* f. table

8.4 Exercises 8: Trandate the following into English:

A L & nnewnoy we E.t.moic
2. TLHpr A E.TEN.HI
3. A.Q.0L0W!I  NXE IHCOYC EXEN TEI.Q\(:PO f.T.ea2acca
4. awxvd fca NOY.WHPI
S & NeQUaAOHTHC PWT EKELA
6. a.prur exen na.nmoBr

7. ax.0enct T Tpameza NXEe TEU.COIMI NEM NEC.WEP!
S P 4 g-ce, q-JEep
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