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In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God Amen.

The story of the repentance of the people of Nineveh, shows that God is very merciful,
compassionate, and full of affection, truly not desiring the death of the sinner.

The book of Jonah, shows that our Lord is very compassionate, and that no one can fully
describe the tenderness of God as it should be. Our Lord does not want anyone to perish; He is
not pleased with the death of the sinner and wishes for each of us, no matter our sins, to return.

Jonah realised this before going to Nineveh. The Lord told him to go and preach to them, saying,
"Repent and turn from your wicked ways” for their sins deserve God's wrath. So Jonah fled from
the presence of the Lord and said to the Lord, " for | know that You are a gracious and merciful
God.”

Of course, this opened a great door for us. If our Lord is like this, why should anyone die in their
sin? If He is so compassionate, merciful, and boundless in His mercy, then how can someone be
lost? And how can they benefit from the compassion of God?

Any sinful person can take advantage of the compassion of God. Isn't it written in the Gospel
about the sinful woman in the city? What did she do? She fell at at Lord’s feet, wept, and wiped
His feet with her hair. Her tears greatly moved Him. Imagine our Lord being moved? As written in
the book of the Song of Songs, He Say's: “Turn your eyes from me, for they have overcome me,"
Imagine that our Lord is overcome? "Turn your eyes from me, for they have overcome me," He
says, overcome by the tears of repentance.

It's so easy for a person to approach God; there's nothing that can stand before a repentant
person, no power. Moreover, the people of Nineveh were pagans, but we are His children, a very
great number indeed. He created them and had compassion on them, but we, His children, have
evidence, courage, and a coming to God. Why? Because we are His children.

You might ask me: Do His children do the same deeds we do? Or the sins we fall into? Or the
deviations of thought? Or the heart. Have we locked ourselves away and lived in distance? | tell
you it doesn't matter, at the moment when the heart returns and realises that our Father is
merciful, a very compassionate Father.

Of course, all fathers know what a father is, how compassionate a father is. So where did we get
this compassion from as fathers? We got it from the source of compassion, from God the Father.

Any father in the world has compassion on his siblings by nature; that's why Christ said to the
people: "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!" Because of this, | say one must
realise this. This is our Father, our very compassionate Father, possesses all the fatherly, devine
compassion.

But | fear our Lord; He is sweet because He is our Father, and any father is to be revered, as He
said long ago in the book of Malachi, "If then | am the Father, where is My honour?" So we fear
our Lord, well, but | know His heart, | know how very compassionate He is. Of course, the sins we
commit are terrible because the wages of sin is death, but our Father has borne the wages of sin
for us when His only Son died for us and bore our sins. Don't be afraid to approach God.



When | feel, I'm disgusted with myself because of my sins, but He is not disgusted; He bore our
sins on His body. Christ, the Son of the Father in truth, the only begotten Son of God, bore our
sins and brought us into the grace of sonship. We have become accepted as children of God.

The prophet Isaiah wrote seven hundred years before Christ in chapter fifty-three, "For a mere
moment | have forsaken you, but with great mercies | will gather you." When one is in a moment
of despair, should remember during that the mercies of God are vast, because He says, "With
everlasting mercies” that means have no bounds of His mercies.

So enter and throw yourself at the feet of the Lord, like a little child when it does something wrong
and daddy looks at him and he feels that daddy is upset. Of course, with sin, it's impossible to be
in agreement with the heart of God; sin is terrible, any sin is terrible, we just make it seem easy.
Any sin is terrible, and any sin can deprive us of the tender love of our Father.

Lying is a sin; we lie a lot, a lot. We're constantly lying for no reason. But lying deprives us of
something great; the liar is the devil, Jesus said that the devil is a liar and the father of lies, of
course.

Sin is not from our nature, if we return, but how do we return? Return and throw yourself like a
child running to his father, throw yourself into His arms and say to Him, "I'm wrong," you might
say, is it that easy? Trust me, it's that easy.

Sins are erased in the embrace of the Father when you serve in His embrace like this. Let me tell
you something more, when a person enjoys this love and mercy, he hates sin as he hates
darkness because it deprives him of affection. The coldness that sin causes makes a person dry,
worthless.

As soon as you fall into the embrace of the Father and He takes you in His arms and caresses
you, and you feel the natural relationship between the son and his father deep within you, you
hate sin very much because it deprives us of the greatest thing a person can enjoy.

So | tell you, it's a very, very honourable thing to return to our Lord, He rejoices greatly in it, like
any father can’t rejoices in his son’s absent, distant, stubbornness. As in the parable of the lost
son in the Gospel of Saint Luke, when his father saw him from afar, he had compassion,
overwhelmed by the compassion within, so what the son did, this act is indescribable, the
distance, his contempt for his father, the sins, the filth, everything was lost, he reached the
bottom, but all of this is nothing compared to the love of our heavenly Father. So when his father
saw him from afar, he had compassion on him.

Christ, to Him all the glory, as the Son of the Father, wanted to convey this to us. When He sees
us, the heavenly Father, even in our sins, His compassion overcomes Him.

The season that the Church blesses us all with, the seasons of repentance, fasting, abstaining
from food and drink, this is not just a diet, it's turning to God with all our hearts, repentance,
prostration, weeping, all of this is accounted for by Him.

These seasons come back multiple times, believe me, for the sake of the compassion of God, He
does not tire of us. Even if we repeat the years, repeat the sins, we do it once, twice, three times,
a hundred times, He does not tire. He waits, He hopes, that any one of us returns from the
distance, and when He sees him, He has compassion on him, embraces him, washes away the
sins, and the person returns anew.

Trust me, it's better than before; the heart returns, sanctity returns, one becomes pure in their
mind, loving. One returns no matter how great the sins, no matter how they increase, but there is
nothing greater than the mercy of our Lord.

To our glorious Lord, forever and ever, Amen.
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